
Join Christina and Carmen for 

an In-Depth Training Series 

on The Creative Curriculum® 

for Preschool Part 1 -      

Tuesday, October 13 - Friday,  

October 16 at Child Care  

Resources Inc, 2353 Concord 

Lake Road Suite 160,       

Concord NC  28025.   

To register or for further   

information please call       

704-786-1023 or email  

ccastile@childcareresourcesinc.org 
or 
clewis@childcareresourcesinc.org. 

 

By Christina Castile and             

Carmen Lewis 
 

There are many curricula 

available for child care     

programs. In fact there are so 

many it can be overwhelming 

for directors and teachers.  If 

you are looking for a         

curriculum built on theory, 

research, and an established 

philosophy that children learn 

through purposeful play and 

interactions, The Creative 

Curriculum® is for you!  

 

This model also includes  

assessment tools for       

evaluating early childhood 

classrooms and young      

childrenôs development. 

Many child care programs 

throughout the nation have 

already implemented this  

curriculum into their       

classrooms.  It is used as a 

blueprint for planning age-

appropriate learning activities 

for children.  The great part is  

this curriculum allows each 

program to incorporate their 

individual interests and  

teaching styles within the 

philosophy, decision-making 

framework and focus on   

interest areas. 

 

Teaching Strategies, the    

educational publishing     

company for The Creative 

Curriculum®, provides     

curriculum books and       

additional resources for    

infants, toddlers, and twos; 

preschool; and family child 

care.  Visit 

www.teachingstrategies.com 

for a complete list of their 

publications. 

By Maureen OôBryan-Grogg 

Another preschool year has 

started. If you are like us you 

have been quite busy        

preparing.  As preschool   

directors, our responsibilities 

are great. Itôs good to take 

time to get together to share 

ideas and information, to 

learn from other professionals 

in our business or to just have 

a little fun.       
 

We hope that you will be able 

to join us on the 

following datesé  

October 16 

December 12 

February 19 

March 18 
 

 

Please contact Maureen 

OôBryan-Grogg                

(704-425-8623)  or  

Gwen OôNeal (704-784-2176) 

for time and  locations.  

So Many Curriculum Choices! 
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Trainings & Descriptions 

are listed online. 

These include any    

community trainings for 

providers or parents.  

Anyone can attend free  

of charge.  

To access trainings go to:       

www.thompsoncff.org. 

Click on:  

Programs 

Early Childhood 

Outreach Network 

Training Calendar 

Chose the tab for your 

county. 

 

Contact Christine Wilson at  

704-817-1610 if you have any 

questions.  

 

The following centers participated in the  

NAP-SACC program during the FY 2008-2009.  

Elite Child Development Center 

The Sunshine House 

Logan Child Development Center 

Dixon Academy-Harrisburg 

Dixon Academy-NE 

LaPetite Academy 

Sunshine Daycare 

Child Care of Kannapolis, Inc. 

mailto:ccastile@childcareresourcesinc.org
mailto:clewis@childcareresourcesinc.org
http://www.teachingstrategies.com/
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òAs we work 

together, we will 

provide a brighter 

future-one child at 

a time.ó 

Executive Directorõs Corner 

Whatõs New Around the Partnership? 

Ann Benfield  
She closed on a house! 
Welcome to Cabarrus 

County! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Moe Sides  

Myra Sides rescued a 
kitten that now it is a part 
of their beautiful family! 

 
 
 
 
 

Ariel Cauble  
She got married on  
Aug. 21st, 2009 in   

Charlotte, NC! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

parent, reading and writing 

will be important to their 

child.   Parent must provide a 

good role model for their 

child. When we talk to our 

children, listen to our      

children, read stories to them 

daily, and model reading for 

young children, we are    

instilling a lifelong love of 

reading while building    

language and vocabulary 

skills.  

 

Cabarrus Partnership for 

Children also plays a      

powerful role in our young 

childrenôs success in school.   

The Partnership funds many 

programs to ensure our    

children are ready to learn.   

These programs include:   

Child Care Health           

Consultants, More at Four, 

Comprehensive Dental    

Program, Child Care       

Resource and Referral,    

Mobile Resource Center, 

Training and Technical   

Assistance for Child Care 

Centers, Inclusion Services, 

Professional Incentive for 

Early Childhood Teachers, 

Public Education/Awareness, 

and Family Education and 

Support. 
 

As we work together - we will 

provide a brighter future  ï 

one child at a time.  Please 

remember to talk, listen, and 

read to children so Every 

Child Is Ready to Read when 

they start kindergarten.   We 

can do it if we work together.  

We appreciate all the Adultsð

parents, grandparents, teach-

ersðYOU make it happen.   

Thank you!  
 

If you have any questions 

about our programs or would 

like to make a donation to the 

Cabarrus County Partnership 

for Children, please call the 

Partnership office at 704-262-

3683 or mail donations to: 

Cabarrus County Partnership 

for Children, 2353 Concord 

Lake Road #160, Concord, NC 

28025.   We truly appreciate 

your support and interest! 
 

~ Ann 

School started a few weeks 

ago and thousands of    

Cabarrus County children 

walked through the school 

doors for the first time or for 

another school year. While 

this is an exciting time for 

parents and children, it's 

also important for our  

entire Cabarrus           

community that children 

arrive to school ready to 

learn. 

 

Cabarrus Partnership for 

Children, the builder of 

early child systems in 

Cabarrus County, has 

worked to bring all stake-

holders together to prepare 

young children for success in 

school since 1998.  

Adults--parents, grandparents 

and teachersðplay a       

powerful role in young     

childrenôs success in school.   

Parents are a childôs first 

teacher.   Children look to 

parents to see what is       

important.  If reading and 

writing is important to a   

Ann Benfield, 

Executive 

Director  

C A B A R R U S  C A R E S  F O R  K I D S  

Help us ñGo 

Green!ò 
 

You can receive this newsletter 

by email now! 

 
Email  Limary at                     

limullinax@cabarrussmartstart.org  

 

With the subject ñGo Greenò 
  

 

Also look for the newsletter on 
our website! 



Telephone Number: 

704-262-3683 

 

Hours of Operation::  

Mondayð Friday 

8:00 a.m.ð 5:00 p.m. 
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What do you Know about the Health of the Children you Care for? 
By Anita Sweeney 
 

Imagine thisé.a four year old 

comes to you with a frightened 

expression on his face, pointing 

a finger repeatedly to his chest, 

trying to talk to you, but he  

cannot speak!  His eyes are 

filled with fear, and your heart 

is   racing because you canôt      

determine what is wrong.  Is he 

choking?  Is he having an 

asthma episode?  Well, it canôt 

be asthma, because thereôs  

nothing in his health record 

about asthma or breathing   

problems.  But he looks like he 

can hardly breathe! 
 

This was an actual event at one 

of our Cabarrus child care    

centers.  After much frustration 

and trying to comfort the child, 

the director reached his parents 

by phone.  As the parent came 

into the center, he said, ñOh, 

yes, the doctor told us a few 

months ago that he has asthma!ò  

Later the same day, the child 

was hospitalized for a week 

with asthma.  When he returned 

to the center, he was on asthma 

medications and nebulizer  

treatments.  This experience 

could have ended in a real   

tragedy for the child, his family, 

and for the center. 
 

Providers need to know all the 

health concerns of each and 

every child in their care.  The 

responsibility (and possible  

liability) is awesome.  When a 

parent gives you the health and 

application forms for his/her 

child, it would be wise for you 

to verbally repeat back to the 

parent everything that is written 

in the allergies and illnesses 

section.   
 

If the word ñnoneò is written, 

ask the parents if they are     

absolutely sure their child has 

no health concerns.  As a 

teacher, when a new child 

comes to your classroom, ask 

about health concerns.  Your 

Parent Handbook should include 

instructions for parents to notify 

the staff when there are any 

changes in a childôs health.  

They should also be advised of 

the importance of bringing   

updated phone  numbers (work, 

home, cell) for them, as well as 

other contacts that can be 

reached, if parents are          

unavailable. 
 

If there are health concerns, 

such as allergies, asthma,     

seizures, or other chronic health 

conditions, it is very important 

to have an Emergency Action 

Plan, and a Care Plan.  These 

documents will help your staff 

make quick and safe decisions 

in the event that a child has a 

health crisis.   These plans 

should be developed with the 

parents, and if possible, have 

recommendations from the 

childôs health care provider.  

~ Smart Start ~  

Executive Director:  Ann Benfield          Ext. 106 
 

Financial Manager: Myra Sides               Ext. 104 
 

Financial Assistant : Ariel Cauble            Ext. 109 
 

Program Manager: Teresa Aldridge       Ext. 103 
 

Program Assistant: Limary Mullinax       Ext. 105 
 

Family Education Coordinator:  

Elizabeth Albright                                     Ext. 107 
 

Administrative Assistant: Tiffany Lassiter 

Ext. 100 
 

Family Education Intern: Danielle Harrison 
 

~ More at Four ~  

Program Manager: Carolyn Conley           Ext. 102 
 

Lead Program Assistant: Jessica Ward     Ext. 108 
 

Administrative Assistant: Jamie Clark      Ext. 101 

Who can Help at the Partnership? 

If you would like  

samples of these 

forms, or need       

assistance in writing 

these plans, you may 

contact your Child 

Care Health           

Consultant. Anita 

Sweeney can be 

reached at (704) 934-

4398, Susan King at 

(704) 934-4397, and 

Lee-Ann Kenny at 

(704) 934-4397.   

 

We would be happy to 

assist you in these  

important plans, as 

well as provide staff 

trainings on health 

topics, such  as 

asthma, seizures, or 

food allergies. 



Engage children in activities 

that do not require a verbal  

response while still being a part 

of the group. 
 

Let children respond to some 

questions in unison (children 

can practice speaking without 

being put on the spot). 
 

Encourage children to have a 

ñbuddyò who speaks their    

language. 
 

Play a Role Reversal game 

where children give you 1 to 2 

step directions to follow. 
 

Assess these children  carefully, 

gather information from a    

variety of sources, especially 

from the family. 
 

Re-read books in a small group 

setting (ECERS). 

 

Look in Foundations: Early Learn-

ing Standards for NC, pp. 31-36 for 

more strategies. 

 

By Jessica Ward 

North Carolina is ranked 12th highest 

in the nation of residents of Hispanic 

origin, (7.0% of all NC residents). In 

Cabarrus County, the Hispanic   

population increases to 8.6%.  As  

Cabarrus countyôs Hispanic       

population continues to grow, it is 

important that early childhood     

professionals become better equipped 

with techniques to help young Dual 

Language Learners reach their fullest 

potential.    
 

Strategies for the Classroom 
 

Provide a risk-free/low-stress 

environment so that children can 

experiment with new words and 

sounds. 
 

Use picture cards and gestures 

often to help children connect 

spoken language with print and 

meaning (*Make your own cards 

using clip art  images). 
 

Expand upon childrenôs own 

words (ECERS) and/or repeat 

what children say. 
 

Even when using these strategies, the 

following behaviors can be expected: 

 

Not talking 

Isolating him/herself 

Pretending to understand 

Not following directions  

 

What NOT to do: 

 

Do not make assumptions about a 

child or family until gathering more 

information. 

 

Do not force children to speak when 

they are not ready.  

 

Do not prohibit children from   

speaking their native language. 

 

Do not assume that all Dual        

Language Learners need an         

exceptional childrenôs referral. 

 

Most of the strategies suggested for 

working with Dual Language Learners 

encourage literacy enriched classrooms 

in which all children can benefit. 

 

2353 Concord Lake Rd, Suite 160 

Concord, NC 28025 

704-262-3683 

Fax: 704-262-3767 

www.cabarrussmartstart.org 

Cabarrus County Partnership for Children  

Dual Language Learners 

The parent classes are back!  
 

Below are the dates: 
 

 ~ 11/3   ~ 11/10                                    
 

 ~ 11/10                           ~ 11/17 
 

 ~ 12/1        ~ 12/8 

 

All classes are held 6:30-8pm at a convenient      

location in the Concord/Kannapolis area.    

 

Call Elizabeth at 704-262-3683 ext.107 for details 

and registration.  Childcare is provided. 


